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Thinking Extinction: 
A Symposium on the Philosophy and Science of Endangered Species  

Thursday, November 14, 2013 

Vale Living With Lakes Centre, Laurentian University

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Evening Session 
 
MaddAddam: Evening with MARGARET ATWOOD 

- Awaiting Atwood
MaddAddam
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Friday, November 15, 2013 

West Residence 132, Laurentian University 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Session 
 

Public Plenary Speaker: STUART PIMM, “Extinctions” 
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Saturday, November 16, 2013 

Vale Living with Lakes Centre, Laurentian University

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Session

Post-Symposium Lowdown



Abstracts and Biographies 

MARGARET ATWOOD 

Bio: 

The Edible Woman The Handmaid’s Tale The Robber Bride
Alias Grace The Blind Assassin

MaddAddam
Oryx and Crake

The Year of the Flood The Tent Moral 
Disorder
The Door Other Worlds: SF and the Human Imagination

Payback: 
Debt and the Shadow Side of Wealth

JEFFREY BUSSOLINI, City University of New York, USA 

“Felidae and Extinction: ‘Victim’ and ‘Cause’” 



Bio: 

MATTHEW CHRULEW, University of New South Wales, Australia  

“Ethopolitics Against Extinction” 

Bio: 

New 
Formations Foucault Studies Australian Humanities Review Humanimalia 

Mammoth
Environmental Humanities

Angelaki 
SubStance The Beast and the Sovereign 



EILEEN CRIST, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, USA 

"Freedom and the Appropriation of Nature" 

human

Bio: 

Images of Animals: 
Anthropomorphism and Animal Mind Gaia in Turmoil: 
Climate Change, Biodepletion, and Earth Ethics in an Age of Crisis Life 
on the Brink: Environmentalists Confront Overpopulation

Wild Earth

GRAEME GIBSON 

Bio: 

Five Legs Perpetual Motion
Gentleman Death The Bedside Book of Birds The Bedside 

Book of Beasts 



BENJAMIN HALE, University of Colorado Boulder (CU-Boulder), USA 

“Adaptation, Reparation, and the New Substitution Problem” 

Bio: 



URSULA K. HEISE, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), USA 

“Legally Gone: Endangered Species Laws and Culture” 

Bundesnaturschutzgesetz

Bio: 

Chronoschisms: Time, Narrative, and 
Postmodernism Sense of Place and Sense of 
Planet: The Environmental Imagination of the Global

Nach der Natur: Das Artensterben und die moderne Kultur

Literatures, Cultures, and the Environment
Literature and Contemporary Thought . 

Where the Wild Things Used to Be: Narrative, 
Database, and Endangered Species

 
 
 
 



MARTY L. LEONARD, Dalhousie University, Canada 

“COSEWIC’s Assessment of Extinction Risk: Practice and challenges” 

Species at Risk Act

Bio: 

 
 
 
 
 



JACQUELINE D. LITZGUS, Laurentian University, Canada 

“Impacts of endangered species legislation on local communities: The Pelee 
Island story” 

Bio: 



JAMES MACLAURIN, University of Otago, New Zealand 

“When in doubt: Biodiversity Measurement and the Cost of Extinction” 

Bio: 

What is Biodiversity? 
A New Science of Religion

GABRIELA MASTROMONACO, Toronto Zoo, Canada 

“The role of emerging technologies for the propagation of endangered species” 



Bio:

ARNE MOOERS, Simon Fraser University, Canada 

“Are some species more equal than others?” 

Bio: 

 
 



TOM NUDDS, University of Guelph, Canada 

“On Evidence and Inference: How “Science-based” are Assessments of Extinction 
Risk?” 

Bio: 

 
Journal of Wildlife Management Canadian Journal of Forest Research

Avian Conservation and Ecology



STUART PIMM Duke University, USA

“Extinctions: When, where, how fast, and what can we do to stop them?” 

 
Bio: 
 

The World 
According to Pimm: a Scientist Audits the Ear



JUSTINA C. RAY, Wildlife Conservation Society Canada 

“Challenging assumptions and definitions of extinction and recovery in 
endangered species conservation” 

 
Bio: 



DEBORAH BIRD ROSE, University of New South Wales, Australia 

“At the Edge of Extinction: Blessings in a Time of Sadness” 

Bio: 

Wild 
Dog Dreaming: Love and Extinction

Environmental Humanities



RONALD SANDLER, Northeastern University, USA 

 “The Ethics of Reviving Long Extinct Species” 

Bio: 

JOSHUA SCHUSTER, Western University, Canada 

“The Photography of Last Animals” 



Bio:  

The Ecology of Modernism: American Environments and the 
Avant-Garde

What Is Extinction? A Cultural and Natural History of Last Animals

MICK SMITH, Queen’s University, Canada 

“From Haeckel to Nancy: Extinction in the Context of Ecological Community” 

bellum omnium contra omnes

entire
all other contact

umgebenden 
Aussenwelt Existenz-
Bedingungen

existence relations



being-with Mitsein
existential 

inter-dependencies

Bio: 

Against Ecological 
Sovereignty: Ethics, Politics, and Saving the Natural World

The Ethics of Tourism Development
An Ethics of Place: Radical Ecology, 

Postmodernity and Social Theory

H. PETER STEEVES, DePaul University, USA 

“This Animal, Again” 



Bio: 

The Things Themselves: Phenomenology and the Return to the Everyday
Founding Community: A Phenomenological-Ethical Inquiry

Animal Others: On Ethics, Ontology, and Animal Life

BRIDGET J. M. STUTCHBURY, York University, Canada 

“Triage, Intensive Care, and Emergency Rooms: How Useful are Medical 
Metaphors for Conservation Decisions?” 

Bio: 



Silence of the Songbirds The Bird Detective 

TED TOADVINE, University of Oregon, USA 

“Biodiacritics and the Memory of Life” 

Bio: 

Merleau-Ponty’s Philosophy of Nature
The Merleau-Ponty Reader

Nature’s Edge: Boundary Explorations in Ecological Theory and Practice
Eco-Phenomenology: Back to the Earth Itself

Environmental Philosophy Chiasmi 
International: Trilingual Studies Concerning Merleau-Ponty’s Thought

Nature After Naturalism: A Phenomenology of the 
Immemorial.



Notes 
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